
 

 

2013 End of Year Review 
 
 

Dear Supporters of the Lomita Railroad Museum − 

What a wonderful year 2013 has been at the Museum!  The Foundation Board members, volunteers, and staff have 

been very busy all year long and we have been more successful than we dreamed possible at the beginning of the year.  

We are taking this opportunity to review for you what we have been doing. 

Events 
Our calendar has gotten even busier this year and 
events continue to grow in popularity.  We now have to 
move some of our Speakers Forum lectures out “under 
the tent” in the Museum patio to accommodate those 
who attend.  Our 2013 - 2014 titles include 

 August - Rancho Remnants: Persistence of Mexican 

Land Use Patterns in Los Angeles 

 October - Rail & the Port - Past, Present and Future 

 January - Ground Water - the Treasure Beneath Our 

Feet 

 February - The Formation of Japanese-American 

Society Via Laughter, Hardship, and Culture 

 April - South Bay History in Your Pajamas: Finding 

the History of the South Bay Through On-Line 

Sources 

We continue to host four annual events – in September, 

the Lomita Chamber of Commerce Mixer at the 

Museum; in December, the Holiday Appreciation Party 

for Donors, Volunteers and Staff (this year with 

delightful entertainment by CNile Sound Barbershop 

Quartet); Fruit of the Vine: Wine Tasting for the 

Museum in March; and the 7th Annual Railroad Museum 

Tea on the Lawn in May. 

We have held two new events this year that were 

extraordinarily successful.  The first was Community Day 

at the Museum, an event in June free to the public with 

museum tours, a display on Lomita history (thanks to 

the Lomita Historical Society), and lots of entertainment 

for the kids.  This was originally suggested by our 

museum volunteers as a way to encourage newcomers 

to visit the museum, and they were right!  

Approximately 400 people showed up! 

The second new event was Santa & the Polar Express at 

the Museum suggested by our Foundation board 

members and held at the 

beginning of December.  In just 3 

hours, 425 children and parents 

visited with Santa, had their 

pictures taken, listened to Santa’s 

elves read the Polar Express in the 

yellow caboose, participated in 

arts & crafts, and of course, 

toured the museum.   

Projects 
Staff and volunteers continue to work on updating the 

inventory of museum holdings.  This has taken longer 

than we originally anticipated, partly due to staff’s 

being diverted to assist the growing number of museum 

visitors. 

On the Museum website visitors can now find lots of 

information about the Museum and its programs.  

Come visit at www.lomita-rr.org !  We have begun 

updating the Museum FaceBook site and hope to have 

it fully operational by spring of 2014.  And we continue 

to add new Museum visitors to the Museum email list. 

http://www.lomita-rr.org/


And finally, the Foundation is applying for grants to help 

underwrite the development of new enhanced 

educational programs and to assist with other museum 

projects. 

Building Partnerships & Support 
We are very grateful for the wonderful support we have 

received this year from area organizations and 

businesses.  They have assisted us in many different 

ways, such as providing refreshments and raffle prizes 

for our events, providing professional services, loaning 

us equipment and canopies, hosting tables at our 

fundraisers, forwarding the Museum email notices to 

their memberships, and providing hours of volunteer 

assistance.  We are mindful of how much their support 

has contributed to our success this year.   

We are also very appreciative of the many individuals 

who have volunteered their time, participated in 

Museum events, and made donations to help support 

the Museum and its activities. 

Gift Shop at the Museum 
July 1st, 2013, the City of Lomita transferred full fiscal 

responsibility for the museum Gift Shop to the 

Foundation; now all profit from Gift Shop sales goes 

directly back to the Foundation in 

support of the museum.  Since 

July, staff and board members 

have worked diligently to revamp 

displays, to refresh the Gift Shop inventory to better 

reflect the interests of our visitors of all age groups, and 

most recently, to promote the Gift Shop as a shopping 

destination for the holidays.  Our efforts appear to be 

paying off and we are conservatively projecting that by 

the end of December, revenues from the Gift Shop will 

have increased 14% over the 2012 calendar year. 

Visitors to the Museum 
Our primary focus this year has been to increase the 

number of visitors at the Museum, and in this we have 

been remarkably successful.  This year marks the third 

in a row that the number of visitor groups from schools 

has increased, although we plan to work with area 

schools and PTAs to grow that number even more.   

The number of private parties renting the Annex Park, 

and thus receiving full access to the Museum, is 

significant.  Staff has not yet been able to pull together 

comparative data from prior years, but anecdotal 

evidence suggests that the number of private parties 

renting the park for birthday parties, reunions, 

weddings, and so forth has been greater this year than 

in years past.  We expect this usage to increase as more 

individuals, organizations, and businesses learn that the 

park is available at a very affordable charge. 

The most dramatic change this year – and, we believe, 

evidence of our success! – has been in individual visitor 

count, up 28% from the 2012 calendar year!   

We attribute this to a number of factors.  For the past 

year and a half, we have increased promotion of 

Museum events through email, the website, local 

newspapers, street banners, and more.  As a result, 

more people across the Los Angeles South Bay and 

beyond are hearing about the Museum, what a nice 

place it is to visit, and the entertaining programs it 

offers.  And now that the Museum has a full calendar 

for the year, more visitors know to return for upcoming 

events.  Finally, Community Day and Santa & Polar 

Express at the Museum clearly demonstrate that the 

community is looking for wholesome, family oriented, 

educational entertainment for children and adults alike.

2013 has been a most successful and rewarding year for those of us at the Lomita Railroad Museum.  Thank you for your 

support!  It is through the generosity of people like you that the Museum is able to be the educational and community 

resource that it is. 

Sincerely, 

 
Chair – Lomita Railroad Museum Foundation 


